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The	MA	 in	 Criminology	 and	 the	MA	 in	 Law	 commenced	 in	 2006	 and	 the	MA	 in	 Child,	 Family	 and	
Community	Studies	commenced	in	2007.		Each	has	quickly	become	established	in	its	field	as	a	popular,	




Contained herein are the abstracts of selected theses from the four programmes, some details on the 
researchers	and	information	on	where	to	find	the	full	text	of	each	thesis,	many	of	which	are	available	
online	 at	 our	 Institute	 Repository,	 Arrow@DIT	 (http://arrow.dit.ie/).	This	 is	 the	 second	 edition	 of	 our	









them well in their future research and professional careers.
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and	families	of	 the	adolescent	perpetrator.	This	study	 focuses	on	eliciting	professionals’	views	of	 the	
impact on the family when an adolescent member has sexually abused. The context for the study 




system who worked with young people who had sexually abused and their families. The purpose of the 
study	was	to	explore	with	professionals	their	perceived	perception	of	the	impact	having	an	adolescent	
sexual	 abusing	member	 has	 on	 families,	 from	 their	 contact	with	 family	members.	The	 findings	 and	










Name: Colette Barry  
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in	 DIT.	 Her	 research	 focuses	 on	 Irish	 prison	 officers’	 experiences	 of	 prisoner	
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methods	which	have	been	 introduced	 in	 recent	 years	 that	 are	designed	 to	divert	 adults	 away	 from	
the	criminal	justice	system.	The	scheme	provides	a	mechanism	by	which	individuals	receive	a	formal	
police	caution	 in	 lieu	of	prosecution	before	the	courts.	 It	 is	only	available	to	certain	persons	against	
whom	there	is	evidence	of	the	commission	of	a	scheduled	criminal	offence	and	where	the	prosecution	
of	such	an	offence	is	not	in	the	public	interest.	This	thesis	examines	the	scheme	over	a	five	year	period.	
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ABSTRACT
There is an increasing need to understand the processes in which key decisions are made within the 
criminal	justice	system.	While	women	in	the	Irish	prison	system	are	still	very	much	in	the	minority,	they	
are	 the	 fastest	growing	population	 in	prison	and	are	currently	experiencing	overcrowding	unknown	
in	living	memory	in	Irish	prisons.	It	is	too	soon	to	comprehensively	examine	the	origins	of	the	recent	
policy	 decision	 to	 retrofit	 bunk	 beds	 and	 dormitories	 in	 Ireland’s	 largest	 women’s	 prison	 (Dóchas	




most	 appropriate	 solution.	While	 studies	have	 identified	 the	effects	of	policy	decisions,	 very	 little	 is	
understood	of	their	origin.	The	literature	also	identifies	the	residual	place	that	women	occupy	within	
the prison system. This emphasises the need for a greater understanding of the policy process as it 
affects	 this	 minority	 group.	 A	 qualitative	 study,	 using	 both	 documentary	 analysis	 (parliamentary	
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(CCTV) systems. Most people are familiar with the use of such systems in locations such as shops, 
financial	 institutions,	hotels,	 schools,	hospitals,	 sports	 stadia	 and	 so	 forth.	However,	 there	are	 also	a	
significant	number	of	public	CCTV	systems	that	have	been	erected	and	operate	in	public	space	areas	
such as town centres, residential housing estates etc. Some of these CCTV systems are police only or 
local	authority	only	systems	but	a	growing	number	are	what	is	termed	community-based	systems.	The	
principal	 aim	of	 this	 study	 is	 to	explore	 the	development	and	use	of	 these	community-based	CCTV	
systems:	with	 the	 key	 objectives	 of	 investigating	 societal	 attitudes	 and	 perceptions	 of	 CCTV	 in	 the	
community;	 exploring	 implications	 for	 civil	 liberties	 and	 privacy	 issues;	 and	 an	 examination	 of	 the	
evaluation	processes	 to	assess	 the	 impact	of	 the	systems.	The	researcher	adopted	a	mixed	methods	
approach	of	both	qualitative	and	quantitative	research	for	this	project.	For	the	qualitative	aspect,	the	
method	 of	 sampling	was	 purposive	with	 eight	 persons	 selected	 for	 interview	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 their	
knowledge	and	experience	of	community-based	CCTV	systems.	For	the	quantitative	aspect,	probability	
sampling	was	used	with	members	 of	 the	general	 public	 randomly	 selected	 for	 face-to-face	 surveys	
utilising	questionnaires.	Recorded	crime	figures	were	also	examined	at	each	location.	The	results	show	
that,	despite	a	 lack	of	empirical	 evidence	as	 to	 their	 value	 in	preventing	or	 reducing	crime,	 there	 is	
strong public support for these systems and that the foundation for much of this support lies in greater 
feelings	of	safety	generated	in	areas	with	CCTV	coverage.	The	results	further	show	that	there	is	a	deficit	
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The regeneration of Turristown was a programme for the economic, social and physical renewal of 
a	suburban	town	in	Dublin,	which	began	in	1997	and	which	remains	on-going	to	this	date.	The	area	







and with the consumers of public safety made up of business owners, the local authority and local 
agencies. Furthermore, the study sought to examine the nature of partnership in respect of urban 
regeneration	programmes	 to	establish	whether	 the	 inter-agency	approach	 to	 crime	prevention	and	





of	public	safety	also	 feel	more	secure	and	are	 less	affected	by	crime.	However,	 the	study	shows	that	





of	 alcohol	 which	 occurred	 as	 a	 result	 of	 the	 establishment	 of	 a	 number	 of	 premises	 with	 off-sales	
facilities.	Design	issues	also	led	to	problems	in	maintaining	the	new	housing	developments	and	public	
areas	 from	 the	perspective	of	Dublin	City	Council.	The	partnership	 approach	 to	urban	 regeneration	
appears	to	have	been	a	success	and	has	enriched	inter-agency	relations	in	the	town,	thus	improving	
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It	has	been	argued	that	 the	majority	of	 representations	of	mentally	 ill	offenders	 fall	 into	one	of	 two	





Irish print media conforms to one of these two models. In order to do this, a combination of content 
and	discourse	analysis	was	carried	out	on	four	newspapers	over	a	two	month	period.	It	was	found	that	
the	Irish	print	media’s	portrayal	of	mentally	ill	offenders	overall	did	not	fit	into	one	of	the	two	models	
suggested.	The	portrayal	of	mentally	 ill	offenders	was	heavily	mediated	by	gender,	 age	and	 type	of	
crime	committed.	Whether	the	portrayal	of	offenders	fit	into	the	moral/punitive	model	or	the	medical/
therapeutic	model	was	thus	dependent	on	these	factors	and	varied	hugely.	Thus,	it	was	observed	that	
mental illness is a secondary factor in the eyes of the Irish print media, and is used to support the primary 
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partnerships	 have	 become	more	 formal	 and	 accountable.	There	 is	 strong	 evidence	 to	 suggest	 that	
elected	representatives	were	slow	to	fully	engage	in	the	partnership	model	of	policing	and	were	against	









the community in the policing of their local areas. There is a constant need for ongoing monitoring to 
facilitate	the	evaluation	of	Joint	Policing	Committee	processes.	In	summary	it	is	hoped	that	this	research	
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particular attention to compliance and legitimacy theory as well as the challenges of addiction and 
offending	in	the	overall	equation	of	compliance.	Qualitative	research	methods	were	utilised	with	non-
participatory	observation	of	 IDTC	 team	meetings	 and	 court	 sittings,	 and	 semi-structured	 interviews	
with	practitioners.	Five	IDTC	professionals	were	interviewed	and	their	experience,	skills,	education	and	
opinion	contributed	extensively	to	the	study’s	aims	and	objectives.	The	study	found	that	practitioners	










Programme & Year: 	 MA	in	Criminology,	2012
Thesis Title:	 Support	for	Victims	of	Crime:	Reality	or	Rhetoric?
Supervisor:	 Dr	Kevin	Lalor
Current Position:	 Jennifer	 is	 currently	 working	 as	 a	 textiles	 department	 manager	 for	 Dunnes	
Stores.
ABSTRACT
The	criminal	 justice	 system	has	drawn	 the	victim	of	crime	 from	the	background	 to	become	a	major	
factor	in	the	criminal	justice	process.	Over	the	last	two	decades,	a	considerable	number	of	Irish	policies	
have	been	drafted	to	meet	the	needs	of	the	victim	of	crime.	Whilst	Ireland	has	followed	the	same	path	
as	a	number	of	other	jurisdictions	such	as	the	UK,	 it	 is	 interesting	to	consider	why	particular	policies	
have	been	enacted.	Is	the	victim	of	crime	being	used	as	a	pawn	in	political	game	play?	Or,	are	politicians	
genuinely	 addressing	 the	 needs	 of	 Irish	 victims	 of	 crime?	 This	 qualitative,	 non-reactive	 research	
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reintegration	 with	 the	 objective	 of	 outlining	 a	 publically	 perceived	 scale	 of	 sexual	 deviance	 and	
exploring	how	this	impacted	on	reintegrative	measures.	In	addition,	it	investigated	public	knowledge	of	
existing	legislation	and	prevalence	of	sex	crime.	A	web-based	approach	and	electronic	data	collection	
method	 were	 used,	 whereby	 84	 participants	 were	 sampled	 from	 an	 Irish	 discussion	 forum-based	
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Thesis Title:	 Feeding	 Fear?:	 An	 Examination	 of	 the	 Representation	 of	 Crime	 News	 in	
Contemporary	Irish	Print	Media
Supervisor:	 Dr	Mairéad	Seymour
Current Position: 	 Eimear	 is	 currently	working	 as	 a	 full-time	 journalist	with	 the	 Evening	Herald	
newspaper	in	Dublin.
ABSTRACT
Crime is a timeless phenomenon.  Its inherent ability to both fascinate and appal has made reporting 
of crime an intrinsic part of newspapers since the dawn of the printing press.  The interest surrounding 
crime	validates	the	need	for	accurate	and	consistent	reporting.		This	renders	it	a	regular	feature	of	the	
daily	news	cycle	and	 thus	a	fixture	 in	our	everyday	 lives.	 	 	 Reading	or	hearing	about	 it	 through	 the	
news	media	is	the	only	contact	that	many	people	will	have	with	crime	throughout	their	lives.	Therefore,	
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of inferiors to acknowledge the legitimacy of superiors’ powers. It is a concept which is becoming 
increasingly popular in the works of legal commentators as of late. This is a direct result of the growing 
perception that it is a trait which is becoming synonymous with the Irish Judiciary.
The	object	of	this	research	is	to	examine	whether	this	accusation	is	true	i.e.	have	our	Superior	Courts	









strength and power to undoubtedly become more deferential in the last decade and a half, but as a 
result	of	 the	broad	 scope	of	 the	 concept	of	deference	 it	 is	 impossible	 to	draw	an	all-encompassing	
conclusion	as	to	its	merits,	or	lack	thereof.	Rather	I	will	base	my	conclusions	on	the	more	specific	areas	
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ABSTRACT
This thesis examines the issue of legal capacity in the context of existing and proposed mental health 





in a mental health context. In summary, the main reforms are contained within the Scheme of Mental 
Capacity Bill which was published in 2008 (hereinafter referred to as the “2008 Scheme”) and the recently 
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minimum legal right share of his or her deceased spouse’s estate is absolute and cannot be diminished. 
Since	that	legislation	was	enacted	Irish	society	has	changed	greatly	with	a	new	variety	and	complexity	of	
family	structures.	The	provisions	introduced	by	the	Civil	Partnership	and	Certain	Rights	and	Obligations	
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have	 tended	 to	 weigh	 more	 heavily	 than	 idealistic	 rhetoric.	 While	 acknowledging	 the	 radical	 re-
definition	of	Irish	nationality	prescribed	by	the	Good	Friday	Agreement,	I	argue	that	conciliation	and	
accommodation has always characterised the Irish State’s relationship with Northern Ireland. It was 
through such pragmatism that the State was able to reconcile the existence of the legal claim with the 
reality	of	partition.	The	McGimpsey	case	 forms	 the	 foundation	of	my	argument,	 serving	 to	 illustrate	
the	plethora	of	problems	created	by	the	former	Articles	2	and	3.	My	interview	with	Chris	McGimpsey	
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ability	 to	 recoup	 funds	 invested	 into	 the	 beneficiary	 banks.	 This	 could	 jeopardise	 Ireland	 financial	
position.	State	aid	has	grown	to	a	point	where	the	amounts	of	aid	are	so	massive,	the	ability	of	member	
state	to	recoup	the	aid	is	vital	to	their	viability.	From	the	1950s	to	1990	the	European	Commission	used	
State aid as an economic tool to streamline and modernise the manufacturing and agricultural sectors 
of	 a	member	 state’s	 economy.	 State	 aid	 increased	 the	 competitiveness	of	 a	member	 state’s	primary	
sector.	Primary	sectors	were	and	continue	to	be	highly	responsive	to	State	aid	through	computerisation,	
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Current Position: 	 Jennifer	is	currently	working	with	a	School	Completion	Project	in	West	Dublin.
ABSTRACT




life	 chances	 and	opportunities.	Those	who	 leave	 school	with	 little	or	no	 formal	 education	have	 less	
opportunities	in	later	life,	are	more	likely	to	be	unemployed,	have	lower	levels	of	general	health	and	are	
at	a	greater	risk	of	becoming	involved	in	crime.
This	 study	 investigates	 the	 reasons	 why	 young	 people	 are	 opting	 out	 of	 school,	 the	 contributing	
factors	 to	 their	 leaving	 school	 and	 the	barriers	 that	 prevent	 them	 from	achieving	 their	 educational	
potential.	Using	a	mixed	methods	approach,	data	was	collected	from	early	school	leavers,	teachers	and	
stakeholders	within	 the	 school	 system.	Both	qualitative	 and	quantitative	methods	were	 adopted	 to	
provide	for	a	thorough	examination	of	this	educational	problem.	Findings	highlight	the	complex	and	
multifaceted	nature	 of	 early	 school	 leaving.	Disengagement	 from	education	 is	 essentially	 a	 process	
which	does	not	have	one	sole	cause	and,	 for	many,	starts	as	 far	back	as	primary	school.	A	variety	of	
factors and influences impact on a young person’s educational career, with a greater incidence of 
early	 school	 leaving	occuring	where	a	number	of	 risk	 factors	co-exist.	This	 study	offers	a	number	of	
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was to explore the perceptions that a sample of professional workers hold of mothers who use illicit 
drugs	in	Ireland.	The	study	reviews	the	literature	applicable	to	the	area	of	drug	use	and	motherhood,	
looking at both Irish and international research. The study examines the issues that mothers are faced 
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ABSTRACT
It is widely recognised in Ireland and internationally that the engagement of young people in the 
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ABSTRACT
By	their	very	being,	significant	adults	both	impact	upon	and	shape	the	young	child’s	development.	This	
research explores what is known, understood, respected and reflected upon in the practises of early 
childhood	professionals,	with	an	emphasis	on	the	interactive	style	of	the	adult,	emotional	development	
and	 the	 potential	 impact	 of	 adult	 child	 interactions	 on	 the	 child’s	 holistic	 development.	 This	 is	 a	
neglected area of focus in early childhood education. Through drawing on interdisciplinary, including 
emerging,	theories	of	brain	and	emotional	development,	the	work	of	past	and	current	theorists	and	an	
examination of contemporary and best practise, the importance of the emphatic adult who engages in 
positive	interactions	with	the	young	child	will	be	explored.	A	sample	consisting	of	ten	senior	childcare	
practitioners	participated	in	the	present	study.	A	qualitative	research	design	was	employed	and	semi-
structured	 interviews	 were	 conducted;	 the	 data	 was	 then	 thematically	 analysed.	 Analysis	 of	 these	
themes	highlighted	the	importance	of	adult	–	child	interactions	on	the	developing	child.	Findings	from	
this	 study	provided	 insights	 into	practitioners’	 perceptions	 and	 views	of	 the	 importance	of	 positive	
adult	 child	 interactions	 and	 the	 interactive	 style	 of	 the	 adult.	 The	 findings	 highlighted	 a	wealth	 of	
experience and expertise among the practitioners who took part and a real desire that knowledge in 
this	area	be	disseminated	to	both	qualified	and	in-training	early	years’	practitioners.	The	study	found	
that implications for training and practice are enormous. The study concluded that further research is 
needed to encourage all those working in the early years sector to network and engage in highlighting 
the	needs	of	young	children	regarding	warm,	empathic	relationships	grounded	in	positive	interactions.	
Most heartening, as this study concludes, is the news that further associations of childcare professionals 
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to	personal	 relationships,	 living	arrangements,	financial	 issues	and	 identity	development.	Emotional	
responses	to	these	were	varied,	including	both	positive	and	negative	emotions	as	participants	reflected	
on their current life and future. In many instances, it became apparent that the crisis experienced during 
emerging	adulthood	served	a	purpose,	as	a	 stimulus	 for	change	and	development.	The	significance	
of this study rested in its attempt to expand literature on this life period within an Irish context and 

















of their transition from custody to the community and the pathways they endure. The study examined 
pathways	into,	through	and	out	of	homelessness	through	available	literature	and	by	conducting	five	
interviews	with	 individuals	who	are	 currently	or	have	a	history	of	homelessness	 and	offending.	The	
researcher	sought	to	highlight	and	develop	issues	that	drew	individuals	back	into	homelessness	and	
reoffending,	 or	 in	 contrast	 pathways	 that	 draw	 people	 away	 from	 homelessness	 and	 reoffending.	
Homeless	people	are	one	of	the	most	marginalized	groups	in	society	and	the	study	examined	the	barriers	
and	difficulties	they	encountered	when	integrating	back	into	mainstream	society.	The	researcher’s	aim	
was to establish as closely as possible the schemas or cognitions held by participants and carefully 
analyze	the	narratives	provided,	where	further	thematic	analysis	led	to	explication	of	main	themes,	each	
with a number of sub themes.
The	researcher	identified	common	barriers	experienced	by	homeless	offenders	in	personal	and	social	
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ABSTRACT
The	purpose	of	 the	present	 study	was	 to	explore	 the	nature	and	extent	of	 violence	experienced	by	
secondary	 school	 teachers.	 A	 combination	 of	 quantitative	 and	 qualitative	 research	 methods	 were	












also found in this study. The importance of teacher training is presented and the demand for an increase 
in	such	training	has	been	supported	by	this	study.	School	policies	on	violence	have	been	found	to	be	
very	 important	 for	 schools	 in	dealing	with	 incidences	of	 violence	and	 the	 incorporation	of	 teachers	
within	this	is	vital.	In	accordance	with	the	findings	the	present	research	recommends	that	all	schools	
have	 a	 clear	 policy	 on	 violence	 in	 place	 that	 incorporates	 teachers.	 Also	 compulsory	 and	 increased	
training	on	preventing	and	dealing	with	incidences	of	violence	should	be	given	to	teachers.	Finally	a	
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interviews.	The	 sample	 consisted	of	 three	 lesbian	parents	and	 two	adult	 children	of	 lesbian	parents	
from	two	parent	 lesbian	 families.	The	findings	highlighted	 the	experiences	of	 the	parents	and	adult	
children	from	lesbian-parented	families	in	reference	to:	the	Irish	legal	context;	dealing	with	disclosure	of	
their family type to others for lesbian parents and their children; sources of support for lesbian parents 




children and that further research be undertaken with a wider sample including an exploration of the 





New Irish research in Criminology,
Law, Childhood, Family and the Community
Name:	 Aoife	Stack









(Csiernik,	2002).	Thus,	 treating	only	the	 individual	with	the	substance	problem	is	 limiting	and	serves	
an	overly	narrow	orientation	 for	 the	enhancement	of	both	 family	and	community	health.	This	study	
addressed	an	important	gap	in	literature	with	regard	to	the	experiences	of	families	affected	by	drug	use.	
The	research	 involved	qualitative	 in-depth	 interviews	and	focus	group	 interviews	undertaken	with	a	
broad	range	of	participants.	In	total	51	individuals	took	part	in	the	study.	The	sample	comprised	two	
subgroups:	 family	 members	 (47)	 and	 professionals	 (4).	 The	 family	 members’	 subgroup	 comprised	








Recommendations made in this study include: (1) that a large scale study be undertaken to include a 













This	 qualitative	 research	 study	 conducted	 semi-structured	 interviews	 to	 explore	 the	 stepfamily	
experiences	 of	 ten	 individuals,	 aged	 eighteen	 to	 twenty	 four	 years.	The	 findings	 indicated	 that	 the	
stepfamily	 brought	 challenges	 and	 a	 range	of	 benefits	 to	 the	participants’	 life	 experiences.	The	 key	
difficulties	pertained	to	issues	regarding	conflict,	lack	of	communication	and	complex	challenges.	The	
cited	benefits	of	stepfamily	experiences	included	improved	financial	resources,	an	additional	parental	
figure,	 a	 sense	of	 stability,	opportunities	 for	personal	growth	and	 the	gaining	of	 additional	 siblings.	
One	 significant	 finding	 of	 the	 study	 was	 the	 positive	 enduring	 bonds	 that	 some	 individuals	made	
with	stepparents	and	stepsiblings.	The	findings	also	highlighted	that	participants	 identified	a	 lack	of	





and practices be put in place, in order to support stepfamily members to manage the complexities and 
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them	overcome	 the	difficulties	 they	encounter	during	 their	 educational	 lives	 and	 supports	 them	 to	
ensure	their	lives	do	not	fall	into	crises.	In	conclusion,	it	is	argued	such	a	support	should	be	developed	
rather	than	curtailed	particularly	in	the	current	context	of	globalisation	and	growing	diversity.	
The	 researcher	argues	 that	 the	SCP	 is	a	postmodern	service	and	 for	 that	 reason,	 the	 research	draws	
on a postmodernist and social constructionist framework using an ethnographic methodology. The 
















The	aim	of	 this	 study	was	 to	examine	 the	 sibling	 relationship	 from	 the	perspective	of	both	 siblings	







Data	was	 analysed	 using	 SPSS.	 Findings	were,	 to	 a	 large	 extent,	 consistent	with	 previous	 research.	
Gender, contact and number of siblings were found to be correlated with the warmth of the relationship 
and	 the	 level	of	 rivalry	and	conflict,	 although	a	negative	correlation	was	 found	between	number	of	
siblings	and	rivalry.	Gender	was	also	found	to	play	a	role	in	the	amount	of	support	provided	between	
siblings,	with	 sisters	 being	most	 likely	 to	 provide	 both	 emotional	 and	practical	 support.	 Sisters	 too	
appeared	to	have	the	most	similar	perception	of	their	relationship	when	their	answers	were	compared.	
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has, only in recent decades, become popular to study. This study highlights that there is a dearth of 
literature	 from	an	 Irish	perspective	and	 that	 little	 is	known	about	 the	 topic.	 Internationally,	 research	
has shown that there appears to be a strong link between masculine identity and the realm of paid 
employment.	It	also	shows	that	fathers	struggle	in	their	attempts	to	balance	being	involved	fathers	while	
maintaining	a	foothold	in	paid	employment.	The	literature	highlights	that	stay-at-home	fathers	begin	
to break down traditional notions that the domestic sphere is solely the domain of women. Findings 
from	semi-structured	interviews	are	presented	and	discussed	showing	that	the	experiences	of	stay-at-
home	fathers	have	a	dramatic	impact	on	fathers’	emotions.	It	also	highlighted	that,	although	the	fathers	
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the next general election onwards. While examining how women feel about the introduction of this Bill, 
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The focus of this research is to explore supports that facilitated participation and retention of learners 
on	a	community	education	course	and	additional	supports	needed	to	progress	to	third	level	education.	
This	 research	 was	 conducted	 in	 partnership	 with	 the	 Irish	 National	 Association	 of	 Adult	 Education	
(AONTAS)	and	supported	by	Community	Links,	Dublin	Institute	of	Technology	(DIT).	
This	 research	 is	 qualitative	 in	 nature.	 A	 focus	 group	 of	 community	 learners	 and	 semi-structured	
interviews	with	community	education	professionals	was	conducted.	The	research	provides	insight	into	




identified	 a	 range	 of	 challenges	 they	 overcame	 to	 participate	 and	 remain	 on	 their	 course	 of	 study	
and	 identified	 supports	 in	 community	 education	 that	 they	 found	most	 helpful	 to	 overcome	 these	
challenges.	These	 included	the	teaching	style	of	 the	tutor,	 learning	 in	groups	and	the	provision	of	a	
safe	learning	environment.	The	gains	from	participating	on	this	community	education	course	included	
increased	 personal	 confidence	 and	 an	 increased	 appreciation	 of	 academic	work.	 However,	 findings	
suggest learners experience barriers to participation and progression including economic, social, 
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ABSTRACT
This	 research	 study	 examines	 individuals’	 experiences	 of	 unemployment	 from	 a	 psychological	
perspective.	It	presents	the	different	psychological	and	financial	effects	of	unemployment	and	presents	
the	 different	 theories	 developed	 on	 the	 effects	 of	 job	 loss	 on	 the	 individual.	 It	 also	 examines	 the	
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western	 societies,	has	witnessed	a	 steady	 increase	 in	 family	breakup	since	 the	1960s.	The	 impact	of	
parental	separation	and	family	breakup	on	the	child	has	been	found	to	be	generally	very	negative,	with	
the	exception	of	children	in	highly	conflictual	parental	homes,	who	tend	to	benefit	from	family	breakup	





that lead to the loss of contact with their child, their understanding as to why this happened, and from 
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ABSTRACT
This study examined the relationship between family structure and risk factors for children’s emotional 
and	 behavioural	 outcomes	 at	 9	 years	 of	 age.	 Family	 structure	 in	 this	 study	 is	 defined	 as;	 married,	
separated,	divorced,	widowed	and	never	married	families.	Three	risk	factors	were	identified	from	the	
literature;	 economic	deprivation,	maternal	depression	and	 life	 events.	This	 study	 is	 a	 cross	 sectional	
quantitative	analysis	of	the	‘Growing	Up	in	Ireland’s’	child	cohort	(9	year	olds)	dataset.	This	is	a	nationally	
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are discussed with reference to theories on childhood and children’s rights, past research on children’s 
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analysing	 the	policymaking	processes	 that	underpin	 the	 implementation	of	FPY	 in	 Ireland.	Findings	
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been recommended for a better understanding across the two sectors.
The	result	of	this	study	are	intended	to	serve	as	a	foundation	for	further	research	in	the	area	of	ECEC	
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